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A Growing Consciousness 


As reports come in from all parts of the world, 
it becomes increasingly apparent that our Baptist 
world fellowship is alive in the hearts of our 
fellow believers. The number of countries that 
will be represented at the London Congress will 
be larger than at any previous occasion. Nations 
represented by missionaries at former world meet- 
ings will this time speak through nationals. Vil- 
lages of Telugus or Nagas are donating money 
toward sending their own people to the great 
gathering. Students in state after state in the 
US.A. are selling their time to those who want 
lawns raked and ditches cleaned, and who pay 
them a dollar for two hours’ work, in order that 
the dollar may go into the pool to send one of 
their young comrades all the way from the Pacific 
Coast to London. . 

The joy of those who can go, and the longing 
of those who cannot, are both indicative of the 
deep meaning our worldwide consciousness of each 
other is acquiring in our Baptist life. 

The Alliance has made no attempt to whip 
up this enthusiasm. The 3,300 delegates from 
the U.S.A., and even more, the half hundred com- 
ing all the way from India, are symptoms of a 
mighty global Baptist consciousness behind which 
is the quiet and healthy growth of half a century 
and more. We hail it with humble gratitude. 
May we do everything to nurture and protect 
this gift of God. 

A.T.O. 


Texas and Georgia Lead U.S. Delegation 


With registrations for the Golden Jubilee Con- 
gress still coming in to the Washington office 
of BWA, the first 3,052 included 353 for Texas 
and 311 for Georgia. The next largest state 
delegation is Virginia with 195, and the next 
three: New York 153, Tennessee 152, and North 
Carolina 150. California has 134 Baptists regis- 
tered for London, Illinois 119, South Carolina 107, 
and Pennsylvania 100. 

The remainder are dispersed throughout the 
United States as follows: 

Alabama, 80; Arizona, 9; Arkansas, 48; Colo- 
tado, 7; Connecticut, 9; Florida, 86; Idaho, 8; 
Indiana, 39; Iowa, 24; Kansas, 33; Kentucky, 79; 
Louisiana, 91; Maine, 4; Maryland, 28; Massa- 
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chusetts, 49; Michigan, 59; Minnesota, 29; Mis- 
sissippi, 62; Missouri, 82; Montana, 3; Nebraska, 
8; New Hampshire, 1; New Jersey, 76; New 
Mexico, 10; North Dakota, 4; Ohio, 93; Okla- 
homa, 71; Oregon, 29; Rhode Island, 8; South 
Dakota, 11; Utah, 9; Vermont, 8; Washington, 
18; West Virginia, 27; Wisconsin, 20; Wyoming, 
1; District of Columbia, 54; and Territory of 
Hawaii, 1. No registrations had come in from 
Delaware and Nevada up to March 25. 


German People Express Thanks with Gifts 


Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn represented the BWA at 
special ceremonies March 28 at the German Diplo- 
matic Mission in Washington when three church 
and welfare organizations were given tokens of 
the gratitude of the German people for the aid 
received in the years following 1945. Dr. Georg 
Federer, Charge d’Affaires ad interim of the Mis- 
sion, presented the Alliance with two candelabra 
and several drawings, the works of contemporary 
German artists. 

“Through these gifts grateful Germans are seek- 
ing to reach every one of the unknown bene- 
factors in thirty nations, asking them to accept 
these tokens as a sign of a heartfelt and per- 
manent gratitude from one human being to an- 
other,” the citation read. 

The American Red Cross and the General Con- 
ference of Seventh Day Adventists also received 
gifts. A life-size bronze figure was presented to 
the American people as a whole, and other gifts 
to other groups will be made later. 


Youth Secretary Accepts Pastorate 


Dr. Joel Sorenson, BWA youth secretary since 
early 1950, has accepted a call from the First 
Baptist Church of Stockholm, Sweden, to become 
its pastor as of October 1 this year. Alliance 
secretaries are elected for one term, usually five 
years between Congresses. Dr. Sorenson’s suc- 
cessor will be chosen by the Alliance in July. 


Have you a friend who would enjoy The 
Baptist World? New subscriptions will con- 
tinue to be received for the time being with- 
out charge. Drop a card to the editors, giv- 
ing the friend’s name and address, 









Africa 


A Baptist building in Ibadan, largest native 
city on the continent of Africa, was formally 
opened December 17, 1954, with 300 Nigerian 
and European guests visiting the headquarters. 
A three-story stone and concrete structure, it is 
located near the main business section of the city, 
facing one of the major highways through the 
city. On the ground floor are bookstores; on 
the first floor, offices for education and assistant 
education secretaries, evangelism chairman, Train- 
ing Union department, Sunday school department 
and library. The second floor provides for the 
general secretary, the secretary-treasurer of the 
Mission, promotion secretary, and a dental clinic. 


A picture story of the event was published in 
the January issue of The Nigerian Baptist. 


Nigeria 


Sierra Leone 


The first Baptist church to be established in 
Africa was founded in Sierra Leone in 1792, ac- 
cording to an account in the February 17 Baptist 
Times by the Rev. F. C. Morton. Ex-slaves re- 
patriated from England by the St. George’s Bay 
Company and from Nova Scotia in a similar colon- 
izing scheme built a Baptist church entirely with 
their own resources and on their own initiative. 
In 1794 Freetown was destroyed by invaders, but 
the town was rebuilt and the Baptist Missionary 
Society sent two missionaries to establish a mis- 
sion in the interior. This mission had to be aban- 
doned but the Freetown church survived and in 
1853 had two mission churches. 

A Mr. John McCormack, outstanding figure in 
the colony’s life, founded a church on Baptist 
principles in his home. He later bought the 
property of the original church, and the two con- 
gregations merged, drawing some assistance from 
a trust fund in England which in 1949 passed 
into the hands of the Baptist Commonwealth and 
Colonial Society. 

Now Sierra Leonian Baptists have appealed for 
help to the British Baptists, and after a survey, 
Mr. and Mrs. Morton have been commissioned 
to help for nine months. They hope to have £1,500 
for this special mission effort in Africa. 


South Africa 


The Baptist Union of South Africa at its annual 
assembly in October received seven newly-formed 
European churches into its fellowship, and nine 
ministerial members. The total number of con- 
stituted European churches is now 94, with a 
European membership of 10,408, and 8,376 in 
Sunday school. The theme for the year is “The 
Year of Wider Vision” with goals as follows: 


1. Beginning a new Sunday school 
2. Holding evangelistic campaign in new area 





3. Commencing Sunday services in new area 
4. Supporting, or helping to support, a full. 
time or part-time worker in new area 
5. Developing some existing extension work into 

a separate church or a self-supporting church, 


The South African Baptist Missionary Society 
received from the churches during the year £12,837, 
The first mission hospital is now under construe. 
tion at Hammanskraal, Transvaal, after a delay 
of two years, due to unsuitable water in the in. 
mediate vicinity. A ward of twenty beds will 
be the first unit. 

The Rev. W. T. Edmunds was recently appointed 
missionary director, to serve as liaison with the 
Society, the government and the churches, in q 
land of such vast distances. The Rev. W. H. 
Doke is general secretary of the Baptist Union 
of South Africa. 


Southern Rhodesia 


The J. J. Doke Memorial Hall, a European 
church at Umtali, was dedicated in February with 
the honoree’s daughter, Miss Olive C. Doke of the 
Kafulafuta Mission of Northern Rhodesia partici- 
pating. 

On a trip into Central Africa 42 years ago, to 
investigate the possibilities of an extension of 
mission work by the South African Baptist Mis. 
sionary Society, Mr. Doke turned aside into 
Southern Rhodesia to see what the prospects were 
there. He died there, but as a result of his 
journey, the work among the Lambas in Northern 
Rhodesia was undertaken by the South African 
Missionary Society, with Kafulafuta as the me. 
morial station. Miss Doke joined the staff in 
1916, and is still at work at Luanshya. 

“This year is the jubilee of, the Lambaland 
Mission,” she writes, “and special celebrations are 
being planned in the form of evangelistic cam- 
paigns. In November last year a little Memorial 
Church was opened far out ‘in the blue’ in memory 
of the pioneer evangelist who died of sleeping 
sickness the year before. God is blessing the 
work.” 

A Baptist seminary was opened February 1 near 
Gwelo, the hub city of the colony, with 15 young 
men enrolled. Meeting temporarily in a con 
verted farmhouse, the seminary will have an ade- 
quate new building by April. The Southern Bap- 
tist Convention (USA) sponsors this mission proj- 
ect in Southern Rhodesia. 


Asia 
Hong Kong 


Two East Asia Baptist conferences were held 
in Hong Kong in early March. One dealt with 
seminary education and the other with Christian 
literature. Dr. J. Winston Crawley, secretary for 
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the Orient, Southern Baptist Convention, called the 
conferences. 

Presidents of seven of the eight Baptist semi- 
naries related to Southern Baptist work in the 
Orient attended the conference, which included 
discussion of curricula, textbooks, faculty quali- 
fcations, entrance requirements, budgets, and ad- 
ministrative problems in general. 

The second Baptist literature conference (the 
frst having been held in 1953 to deal with litera- 
ture in the Chinese language) was devoted to 
problems of preparation, publication, and distri- 
bution of literature, in Korean, Japanese, Indo- 
nesian, Thai, English and Chinese languages, for 
all age groups. Missionary Mary C. Alexander, 
general secretary of the Baptist Press in Hong 
Kong, was hostess to the group. 

EN 


George Broadrup Fraser 
October 4, 1890— 
October 3, 1953 


Western Treasurer of 


the 
Baptist World Alliance 
1950—1953 


Edward B. Willingham, 
acting treasurer of the 
BWA from November, 
1953, until September 
1954, was elected by the 
Executive Committee to 
fulfill the unexpired 
term as Western Treas- 
urer of the Alliance. He 
was born in Richmond, 
Va., the son of the late 
R. J. Willingham, sec- 
retary of the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board. Educated at the University of Richmond, 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, and Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, he has held 
pastorates in Lynchburg, Va., St. Louis, Mo., 
Huntington, W. Va., and since June 1, 1945, in 
Washington, D. C..—the National Baptist Me- 
morial Church. He is president of the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs, and currently 
chairman of the program committee of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Convention. Dr. and Mrs. Willing- 
ham have a son in college and a daughter re- 
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Europe 
Scotland 


Billy Graham’s All-Scotland Crusade was 
launched as scheduled March 21, with plans to 


extend the evangelist’s voice to” virtually every 
part of the United Kingdom by wire. A Presby- 
terian pastor of New York City, Dr. John Suther- 
land Bonnell, gave his report after a week’s par- 
ticipation in the crusade in Glasgow that Scotland 
today is “the most prayed-for country in the world 
—bar none.” 

He said, “I have just come from a city that is 
throbbing with spiritual activity. And the thing 
that impressed me was that every individual com- 
ing forward was sincere, composed and quiet.” 

He stated that 75,000 persons attended the 
Graham meetings the five nights he was in Glas- 
gow and on his last day there, more than 1,000 
letters and 100 cablegrams and telegrams from all 
over the world were received, assuring the crusade 
of supporting prayer. 

“Millions are praying,” Dr. Bonnell said, “and 
when millions pray things will happen. The flame 
may break out in America any day.” 

Plans for a Norwegian crusade, sponsored by 
the Evangelical Alliance, may develop for four or 
five days in June, as a result of an invitation ex- 
tended to Billy Graham by the Primate of Norway 
and his predecessor, Bishop Berggrav. The rally 
will probably be held at the Bislet sports arena 
in Oslo. 


North America 


United States 

An invitation from the All Soviet Council of 
Evangelical Christians-Baptists, signed by its 
chairman, Yakov I. Zhidkov and its general 
secretary, Alexander Karev, to visit the Baptist 
churches of the U.S.S.R. has been received by 
Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn, General Secretary of the 
Baptist World Alliance; Dr. V. Carney Hargroves, 
president of the American Baptist Convention; 
Dr. Theodore F. Adams, pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church, Richmond, Virginia; and Dr. J. H. 
Jackson, president of the National Baptist Con- 
vention, U.S.A. Ine. 


Southern Baptist Convention 

The Christian Life Commission has been asked 
to plan a program for old people. At a special 
leadership conference held at the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, it was pointed out that 13,000,000 
persons in the United States are now 65 years and 
older, and that this number is increasing by 40,000 
annually. About 10,000,000 of these live in house- 
holds with relatives. Eight of the 10 states in 
which this age group is increasing most rapidly 
are in Southern Baptist Convention territory. 

The Home Mission Board in annual session in 
December voted “to prohibit any employee from 
establishing residence in Canada or seeking to 
align existing churches or new churches there with 
Southern Baptist work.” It defined “employee” as 
“any worker whose salary is paid in part or in 
full by the Home Mission Board.” This action 
does not preclude aiding Canadian churches. 





Baptist greetings via Russian radio were re- 
ceived by Baptists in England and elsewhere at 
Christmas when one of the Russian Baptist lead- 
ers sent a message, urging Baptists to work to- 
gether for love, understanding and peace among 
the nations. The message closed with the words: 
“Peace be with you all!” 


Baptist layman Komakichi Matsuoka, former 
Speaker of the House of the Japanese Diet, was 
returned to the Parliament this year, after being 
defeated in the 1953 election. He is one of 15 
Christians who hold seats in the lower House. 


Southern Baptists, U.S.A., at the end of 1954 
had 949 foreign missionaries in active service: 361 
men, 371 married women, and 217 single women. 
They serve in 35 countries and territories, in co- 
operation with 1,016 ordained and 2,566 unor- 
dained full-time national workers. 


Eighty-five foreign students of five major re- 
ligions will be guests of Baptists in the United 
States’ capital April 22-24, for a sight-seeing tour 
sponsored by the New Jersey Baptist Conven- 
tion’s Christian Friendliness Department. The 
two busloads of men and women will be given 
“bed and breakfast” in the homes, and other 
meals by the churches. 


Dr. and Mrs. William Axling, retired Baptist 
missionaries to Japan, now live at 700 Irving 
Street, Alhambra, California, U.S.A. 


Semarang, Indonesia, is the site of a new 
Baptist church being organized in April—the third 
in that country sponsored by Southern Baptist 
missionaries. The Baptist seminary was opened 
at Semarang in 1954. 


Maung Han, graduate of the University of Ran- 
goon, succeeded Saw Nelson Sterling February 1 
as youth secretary of the Burma Baptist Conven- 
tion. 


Pan-Australian Baptist Youth’s fifth confer- 
ence attracted 146 for the entire meeting, with 
evening attendance of 300. The conference was 
held at Guilford in Western Australia. 


Bacone College, the only college for American 
Indians, is celebrating its diamond jubilee by a 
campaign to raise $150,000 for rehabilitation and 
new facilities, and $100,000 for current obliga- 
tions. The school at Muskogee, Okla., is spon- 
sored by the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society. 


Japanese Baptists have adopted goals for 
evangelism for 1955, which include sending mis- 
sionaries and pastors into capital cities of three 
new prefectures (states)—Aomori, Niigata, and 
Matsue. Of the 46 national prefectures, 27 have 
already been entered by Baptist missions. 


Seventy-five singers from 33 Baptist churches 
in the Atlanta (Ga.) Association will make a 30- 


day tour of Europe, singing at the Golden Jubile 
Congress in London and at Baptist mission gta. 
tions on the continent. The group includes }j 
choir directors and organists, and 36 soloists, 


John W. Bartol, senior at Eastern Baptiy 
Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, was awarde 
first prize for the best sermon in America on th 
subject of stewardship. The contest was ¢qp. 
ducted in the various seminaries by the Board o{ 
Education and Publication, American Baptist (Cop. 
vention, and the prize-winning sermon in each of 
the co-operating Protestant denominations wa 
submitted to the National Council of Churches {g; 
final judging. 


Dr. C. Oscar Johnson of St. Louis, Mo., imne. 
diate past president of the Alliance and chairma 
of its Administrative Committee began his 251} 
year as pastor of Third Baptist Church in Feb. 
ruary. 


Australian Baptists are going to London with 
an invitation from their Assembly of 1953, held 
in Brisbane, for the Baptist World congress to} 
be held in Australia in 1960. 


Dr. R. H. Edwin Espy, Baptist layman of Ney 
York, is the new associate executive secretary 
of the Division of Christian Life and Work, Na 
tional Council of Churches, U.S.A. He is former 
executive secretary of the National Student 
Y.M.C.A. 


Violence in the Gaza strip, on the Egyptia 
Israel border, which took the lives of 38 Egyptian 
and eight Israelis, left Baptist missionaries u- 
harmed. Southern Baptists, U.S.A., have recently 
assumed the support of the Christian hospital a 
Gaza. 


Philadelphia Baptists, in a formal protest sex! 
to the governor of Pennsylvania, deplored legis 
lative proposals to legalize gambling, pari-m 
tuel horse-racing, Sunday sale of liquor, and th 
sale of liquor in the city’s amusement park, « 
the grounds that such a trend would “lower tl 
moral tone of the state.” 


A multi-million dollar TV and radio program 
to reach 65,000,000 unchurched Americans is being 
launched by the Southern Baptist Convention. The 
Baptist Hour, heard over 400 stations, was hearl 
in New York, Cleveland, Chicago, San Francis0, 
and Denver for the first time beginning March 2! 


Two Post-Congress Baptist Youth Fellowship 
will be held July 23-30, according to the curretl 
issue of the B.W.A. Youth News. One will be sj 
Mamhead Park, Dawlish, South Devon, the othe 
at Cilgwyn, North Wales. Details can be secutti 
from any national youth secretary, or from tl 
BWA Youth Committee, Klarabergsgatan 4 
Stockholm, Sweden. 





